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printed, microfilmed, photocopied, or
magnetically or otherwise recorded for
auditory or visual usage).

(c) The contracting officer shall in-
sert the clause at 52.213-3, Notice to
Supplier, in unpriced purchase orders.

(d)(1) The contracting officer may
use the clause at 52.213-4, Terms and
Conditions—Simplified Acquisitions
(Other Than Commercial Items), in
simplified acquisitions exceeding the
micro-purchase threshold that are for
other than commercial items (see
12.301).

(2) The clause—

(i) Is a compilation of the most com-
monly used clauses that apply to sim-
plified acquisitions; and

(ii) May be modified to fit the indi-
vidual acquisition to add other needed
clauses, or those clauses may be added
separately. Modifications (i.e., addi-
tions, deletions, or substitutions) must
not create a void or internal contradic-
tion in the clause. For example, do not
add an inspection and acceptance or
termination for convenience require-
ment unless the existing requirement
is deleted. Also, do not delete a para-
graph without providing for an appro-
priate substitute.

(3)(1) When an acquisition for sup-
plies for use within the United States
cannot be set aside for small business
concerns and trade agreements apply
(see Subpart 25.4), substitute the clause
at FAR 52.225-3, Buy American Act—
Free Trade Agreements—Israeli Trade
Act, used with Alternate I or Alternate
II, if appropriate, instead of the clause
at FAR 52.225-1, Buy American Act—
Supplies.

(ii) When acquiring supplies for use
outside the United States, delete
clause 52.225-1 from the clause list at
52.213-4(b).

[62 FR 64917, Dec. 9, 1997, as amended at 64
FR 72418, Dec. 27, 1999; 67 FR 21534, Apr. 30,
2002; 69 FR 10563, Jan. 7, 2004]

13.303 Blanket purchase agreements
(BPAs).

13.303-1 General.

(a) A Dblanket purchase agreement
(BPA) is a simplified method of filling
anticipated repetitive needs for sup-
plies or services by establishing
‘“‘charge accounts” with qualified

48 CFR Ch. 1 (10-1-11 Edition)

sources of supply (see subpart 16.7 for
additional coverage of agreements).

(b) BPAs should be established for
use by an organization responsible for
providing supplies for its own oper-
ations or for other offices, installa-
tions, projects, or functions. Such or-
ganizations, for example, may be orga-
nized supply points, separate inde-
pendent or detached field parties, or
one-person posts or activities.

(c) The use of BPAs does not exempt
an agency from the responsibility for
keeping obligations and expenditures
within available funds.

13.303-2 Establishment of BPAs.

(a) The following are circumstances
under which contracting officers may
establish BPAs:

(1) There is a wide variety of items in
a broad class of supplies or services
that are generally purchased, but the
exact items, quantities, and delivery
requirements are not known in advance
and may vary considerably.

(2) There is a need to provide com-
mercial sources of supply for one or
more offices or projects in a given area
that do not have or need authority to
purchase otherwise.

(3) The use of this procedure would
avoid the writing of numerous pur-
chase orders.

(4) There is no existing requirements
contract for the same supply or service
that the contracting activity is re-
quired to use.

(b) After determining a BPA would be
advantageous, contracting  officers
shall—

(1) Establish the parameters to limit
purchases to individual items or com-
modity groups or classes, or permit the
supplier to furnish unlimited supplies
or services; and

(2) Consider suppliers whose past per-
formance has shown them to be de-
pendable, who offer quality supplies or
services at consistently lower prices,
and who have provided numerous pur-
chases at or below the simplified acqui-
sition threshold.

(c) BPAs may be established with—

(1) More than one supplier for sup-
plies or services of the same type to
provide maximum practicable competi-
tion;
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